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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 January 2005 and 20 September 2004 . 
2a)(E This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [x] Claim(s) 1-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



5) [3 Claim(s) 1-30 is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) 37-35 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 36 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 29 March 2000 and 20 September 2004 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the 
Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IE All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amended title filed on 9/20/2004 has been accepted. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibusawa (US 6,088,120) in view of Shiohara (US 6,804,019). 

Regarding claim 31 : Shibusawa teaches a printing system (fig. 1) comprising: a 
plurality of data processing apparatuses (4a, 4b, fig. 1 ) for transmitting a printing job 
data; a plurality of printing apparatuses (2a, 2b, fig. 1 ) for printing based on the printing 
job data received from any one of the data processing apparatuses and each printing 
apparatus has apparatus information including at least a printer language (column 
6,lines 35-45) to be acquired by the printing apparatus; a network line (column 4, line 4) 
for connecting between the plurality of data processing apparatuses and the plurality of 
printing apparatuses; and a controller (1 , fig. 1) for acquiring printing information from 
the plurality of printing apparatuses and for grouping at least two of the plurality of 
printing apparatuses based on the printer language information (column 6,lines 35-53). 

Shibusawa specified the printing apparatus sending apparatus information. 

Shiohara, in the same area of printing using different functions of a printer, 
teaches printing apparatus function information can be acquired by a computer by 
having the printing apparatus sending the apparatus function information to the 
computer. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified Shibusawa's printing apparatus to 
include: the printing apparatus sending apparatus information. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Shibusawa's printing apparatus by the 
teaching of Shiohara because: (a) it would allowed the controller of Shibusawa to 
acquire the most updated printer's function, and (b) it is the most direct and easy way of 
obtaining printers information when the controller and the printers are far apart. 

3. Claims 32, 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shibusawa (US 6,088,120) in view of Shiohara (US 6,804,019) as applied to claim 30 
above, and further in view of Kopecki (US 6,577,407). 

Regarding claims 32, 33: Shibusawa teaches does not teach wherein the 
controller designates a managing printing apparatus selected from the printing language 
group/based on the printer language information. 

Kopecki, in the same area of managing printers, teaches designating a managing 
printing apparatus among printers that is having the same printer language (column 2, 
lines 52-62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the print system of Shibusawa to 
include: wherein the controller of the managing printing apparatus designates a 
managing printing apparatus selected from the printing language group/based on the 
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printing language group (such that the printer can be used to translate print job for other 
printers using the same language, column 2, lines 52-62 of Kopecki). 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have modified Shibusawa's printing apparatus by the 
teaching of Kopecki because: it would have created a lower cost system with efficient 
use of printers as taught by Kopecki at column 2, lines 10-15, column 1 , lines 34-36. 

Regarding claims 34: Shibusawa/Kopecki teaches wherein the controller 
designates the managing printing apparatus by input from a user interface. 

Since both system of Shibusawa / Kopecki are created by human and control by 
programs, it is inherent that a user interface must exist such that a human can 
enter/create the original control program such that the system would function as taught 
by Shibusawa and Kopecki. 

Regarding claim 35: Shibusawa teaches wherein the controller notifies the 
managing printing apparatus of printing apparatuses which are not the managing 
printing apparatus via the network line (column 9, iines 50-55, column 5, lines 55-61). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see remarks on page 23- 25 of amendment, filed 
9/20/2004, with respect to claims 1-26 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-30 are allowed. 

6. Claims 36 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Conclusion 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to King Y. Poon whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7440 

5/25/05 

KING Y. POON 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




